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FROM A SPEECH AT THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH,
NOVEMBER 2, 1917, ON THE OCCASION OF CONFERRING
THE HONORARY DEGREE OF LL.D. ON HIS EXCELLENCY,
MR. WALTER H. PAGE, U.S. AMBASSADOR

IN asking your Excellency to address us I will say only
a few words. Last night you spoke of the ideal of a
democratic University as realized in your own country.
Coming here you find yourself in a congenial atmosphere :
in Scotland you breathe the native air of democratic
University education. Our Universities may claim to be
the almae matres of the Universities of America. But
while we boast this community of sentiment, we must
admit that in one respect your Universities have gone
far beyond ours. I wish you could communicate to us
the secret of their success in securing material support,
public and private. You drew a picture of a western
University to which students of all classes, all ages, and
both sexes, flocked in thousands; where in one room
they were reading Sophocles and Plato, and in another
they were taught to milk the cow. That last is an art in
which your Universities are indeed expert. In the aca-
demic pastures of this island, benefactors, for the most part,
yield but reluctant drops to our uncertain fingers. . . .

Here you find us a Democracy depleted of its demos.
Three years ago our young men went from us to fight
for ideals of liberty and righteousness without which
democracies are vain. Now yours are pressing forward
to join them. We are thankful for that, first, for the
sake of the war. Their coming makes the issue speedier,
if not more certain. It is an engineers' war, and America
is a nation of engineers. And second, for America's
sake. To lovers of your country it would have seemed a
calamity had she permanently stood aloof. Those who
have known the difficulties that held back her rulers